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A message from our Chairman
At our last meeting we said a fond farewell to our Parish Clerk, Wendy Tonge. 
Wendy has stood down from the position in order to be able to spend more 
time with her husband and family. More travel is on the to-do list. We thanked 
Wendy for the hard work and professionalism she has dedicated to our Parish 
Council and the residents of Church Aston. We wish Wendy and her family all 
the best for a happy and healthy future.

At the same meeting we welcomed Kathryn Goodwin to the team as our new 
Parish Clerk. Kathryn lives in St Georges and has very strong links with our 
local community. We are very excited by and look forward to developing a 
close working relationship with Kathryn as she supports and guides us in 
continuing to provide a top-class service that our residents expect and deserve.

Cllr Simon Stacey

Land South of The Dale
Bellway Homes have now submitted a planning application (TWC/2025/0772) for the development of 166 houses on the 
20-acre site to the South of The Dale. This follows a pre-application and discussion with Telford & Wrekin Council resulting 
in changes to the proposed access to the site which is now via a new roundabout on the A518 Newport By-pass. However, 
whilst this proposed housing site is being put forward for development in Telford & Wrekin Council’s Draft Local Plan 
(2021-41), despite considerable local opposition, no decision on its suitability for development has yet been made. This 
will be decided at a Public Inquiry to be held early next year.  The Parish Council, and Borough Councillor Andrew Eade, 
continue to oppose this proposed development and have made representations to Telford & Wrekin Council stating that 
there should be no consultation or decision made on Bellway’s planning application until the Planning Inspector has made his 
recommendations following the Public Inquiry. Following a drop-in meeting on 20th November at the Village Hall, convened 
by Councillor Andrew Eade and the Parish Council, which was attended by over 100 people, residents who are concerned 
about the proposed development are encouraged to make their views known to Telford & Wrekin Council’s Planning 
Department (planning.control@telford.gov.uk) before the 10th December.

Cllr John Pay
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I have my fingers, and everything else crossed, that we have finally resolved the severe flooding events that have bedevilled 
property on The Close and Wallshead Way in the village. It has taken a considerable amount of time and effort to get to the 
bottom of the problem, which had seen torrents of water running off the field behind The Dale and accumulating up to a 
foot of water either side of the railway bridge.

Working with residents, Church Aston Parish Council, and Telford & Wrekin Council, the problem was found to partially 
lay with unmapped field drains, of which several were blocked and broken. The drains were eventually located by T&W’s 
drainage and highways engineers and either cleared or replaced. In addition, a new chamber was excavated and installed 
with a larger outlet pipe by the access gate opposite Church Aston School. As I said, I hope that this huge problem has now 
been resolved.

Following an audit with Parish Councillors, myself, and Borough Officers, we have pressed for pavement and road repairs to 
St. Andrews Way. I am glad to say that some patching will take place in the short term but a scheme has been drawn up for 
a complete resurfacing which I am pressing to be included in next year’s Highways Capital programme.

Very frustratingly, the traffic orders for speed restrictions on Longford Road have been delayed. However, I understand they 
have now been prepared and submitted. The restrictions will come into force along with other measures and I will make 
sure that residents are consulted on proposals.

Cllr. Andrew Eade – Borough Councillor for Church Aston and Lilleshall Ward

St. Andrew’s Church was full on Remembrance Sunday as the 
congregation welcomed our Rainbows, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
leaders to the service. Councillor Simon Stacey read the lesson 
and the prayers were lead by 5 young Cubs. Wreaths were laid at 
the altar. After the service, Lesley and the Parish Councillors went 
to lay wreaths at Brockton War Memorial. Tom Uttley from the 
Music group played the Last Post and Reveille.

Andy Delamere
Deputy Group Scout leader
2nd Church Aston Scout Group

On Sunday 14th September our Chairman, Cllr Simon Stacey, awarded this year’s recipient of the 
Parish Councils Worthy Citizens Award 2025 to community volunteer Jenny Cann. The award 
was presented during a Community Service held at St Andrews Church. Jenny was nominated in 
recognition of her voluntary work at the Village Hall, where she spends hours to help organise 
and manage the technology in preparation for events and groups at The Village Hall. Well done 
Jenny!!!

Flooding

Our Roads

Remembrance Sunday

Worthy Citizens Award 2025-26



The position of Telford & Wrekin Council regarding fishing is that 
all areas where we allow fishing are licenced to an angling club. That 
ensures accountability and in addition to the general rules that are 
contained in an angling handbook, we can make specific restrictions at 
particular water bodies. This protects the fish, the site and its wildlife 
– and also nearby residents if we feel it appropriate to restrict times. 

Not every pool or water body we own has consent for fishing for a 
host of reasons including the viability of suitable locations (pegs) to 
fish and other considerations such as wildlife. It is entirely appropriate 
that some water bodies are left and not fished. 

So, in summary, someone wishing to fish legally (on inland water in the 
UK) needs an EA Rod licence and the landowners consent. Private 
fisheries have day tickets and most local authorities licence the pools 
that can be fished to local fishing clubs. Millwood Mere, like other water bodies in Telford are not licenced to a club 
therefore fishing is not allowed so those wishing to fish should contact their local club for more details.

Newport has a canal running through it with the Audco and Honeysuckle clubs currently licenced to fish there and who 
would love new members. In Telford, there is the Dawley Angling Society and Telford Angling Association (both of which have 
websites and are keen advocates on training and helping the next generation) and also the Thomas Telford Angling Club.

Anyone fishing at Millwood Mere is doing so without the permission of the landowner and they are doing it illegally. New 
signage has been installed to ensure people are aware that fishing is not allowed and both Enforcement Officers at Telford 
and Wrekin Council and the Environment Agency are carrying out patrols.

Fishing at Millwood Mere – A message from Telford & Wrekin Council 

The Telford & Wrekin Boundary Review Committee have recently adopted and endorsed the proposed merger between 
Church Aston PC (CAPC) and Chetwynd Aston & Woodcote PC (CA&WPC). We have supported that proposed merger 
from the onset.

The merger includes the establishment of two parish wards under the administration of the new PC – Church Aston Ward 
and Chetwynd Aston Ward. The new PC will be made up of a total of 10 councillors – 7 representing Church Aston Ward 
and 3 representing Chetwynd Aston Ward. Though the full PC will have administrative responsibility for and be acting in the 
best interest of all across the whole of the merged parish boundary.

The new PC will be known as Church and Chetwynd Aston Parish Council. This new PC will be established as part of 
the local elections in May 2027.

We will be working with our friends and neighbours within CA&WPC to ensure that 
there is a smooth transition to the new PC administration.

Cllr Paul Evans 

Church Aston Parish Council has supported the following local groups with small grants to help fund their good work in 
the community.
•	 1st Church Aston Rainbows were awarded a £200 contribution towards a weekend trip.
•	 2nd Church Aston Beavers were awarded £200 for camping equipment and off-site activities.
•	 2nd Church Aston Cubs were awarded a £200 contribution towards off-site activities and visits.
•	 2nd Church Aston Scouts were awarded a £200 contribution towards activities and visits.
•	 St. Andrews Church Hall were awarded a £200 contribution for replacement railings.
•	 Church Aston Short Mat Bowls were awarded £100 for four new jacks.
•	 Newport Cottage Care Centre were awarded £200 to support dementia friendly entertainment activities. 

Telford & Wrekin Council Community Governance Review 2025

Community Grant Awards 2025-6



How to contact us:

Email: clerk@churchastonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Tel: 07813 283438
Website: www.churchaston-pc.gov.uk 
Facebook: search Church Aston Parish Council

On behalf of Church Aston PC I would like to 
take this opportunity of wishing you and your 
families and friends a merry Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year. We look forward 

to continuing to serve you in 2026.

Cllr Simon Stacey, Chairman

Cllr Greg Williams

Kathryn Goodwin
Clerk to the Council

Church Aston Parish Council


