CLERK: Wendy Tonge
ADDRESS: 14 Deer Park Drive
Newport
Shropshire
TF10 7HB

Tel: 07403 284513 _
Email: churchaston@gmail.com [ | [

Minutes of the meeting of Church Aston Parish Council held in the Church Hall
(Church Aston) at 7.40pm on Monday 8" January 2024.

Present: Councillors: S Stacey (Chairman), P Evans (Vice-Chairman), J Pay, F McKeown, P
Sansom, N Collier, R Wynn, A Stokes and B Richards

In attendance: Wendy Tonge (Clerk).
(08/01/24)

Item 1 - Apologies: B Knight (Indisposed), Clir Andrew Eade T&WC Borough Councillor
(Business meeting).

Item 2 — Declarations of Interest: there were no declarations of interest.

Item 3 — Public Session: 3 members of the public were in attendance. The Chairman
invited residents to raise any matters of concern. A query was raised why the Parish Council
were raising their Precept for financial year 2024-25. The Chairman explained the increase
was mainly due to higher staffing costs and energy prices for the footway lighting. A local
resident shared her ideas of how she felt the ‘Save our Village’ Campaign could raise its
profile and attract a wider audience, the ideas were noted and discussed in more detail
under Item 5, the Chairman thanked the resident for her valuable input. No further matters
were raised.

Item 4 — Minutes of the Meetings held on 5" December 2023
Minutes of the meetings held on 5" December were proposed as a true and accurate record

of proceedings by CliIr Stokes and seconded by CliIr Collier with all members present voting
in support of the proposal.

Resolved: minutes of the meetings held on 5" December 2023 were signed by the
Chairman of the meeting as a true and accurate record.

Item 5 — In attendance: Local resident Charlotte Townend, activist for the Save our Village
campaign updated members on her recent findings from chatting with residents regarding
submitting objections to the T&WC Development to the rear of The Dale. It was agreed that
most residents had difficulties navigating their way through the T&WC on-line process.
Members discussed the plan of action.
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Agreed:

The Draft copy of the Campaign Newsletter was approved, members agreed they will
distribute a copy through every household in the parish, no later than 14" January.
Charlotte will work with Clir Evans to post the campaign message out on the parish
council Facebook page, using the Save our Village strapline.

The next drop-in session will be held on Wednesday 24™ January between 5-8pm,
members and volunteers will be on-hand to support residents with either online or
hardcopy submissions.

Clir Wynn and ClIr Stacey agreed to produce and post out a ‘Save our Village’ Blog
video.

The Clerk will send out a Press Release to The Shropshire Star and Newport
Advertiser

The Clerk will check Newport Library has paper copies of the Consultation Response
Forms available for the public.

The Clerk will update the parish website with the Campaign Newsletter.

The Clerk will forward the Campaign Newsletter to the local School and Community
contacts for distribution to parents and residents.

Members will drop-in/visit local groups to remind them to respond.

ClIr Pay will organise an email-drop to all those in attendance at the previous drop-in
session.

Item 6 — Matters arising:

a. Liddle’s Bank Traffic Management Scheme: The Clerk was in receipt of an
email from T&WC Chief Executive Mr David Sidaway, confirming the work will
commence shortly and confirmation contractors have been appointed. The formal
notice of 20MPH zone is now in place, although no signs have appeared.

b. T&WC Drainage Engineers Dept — Flooding/ Drainage: Communication
continues with Bloor Homes regarding the ongoing issues. ClIr Richards provided
the following update: Bloor Homes have appointed a hew Drainage Consultant to
investigate the matter and believes there was a recent on-site visit by specialists
from Severn Trent Water. He confirmed that T&WC Clir Andrew Eade is co-
ordinating a meeting to get all key partners together to try and discuss the
situation and hopefully resolve the issues.

c. Wildflower Planting Scheme: The Clerk was delighted to inform members the
recent Grant submission for the Wildflower Planting has led to the Council
receiving £600 from T&WC, which requires spending by the end of March 2025.
The Clerk agreed to proceed with the project and will continue to keep members
updated on progress.

PARISH PROJECTS & COMMUNITY MATTERS

Iltem 7 - Asset Management: Millenium Boulders — ClIr Richards updated members that

the appointed contractor Brian the Brush had visited the village before Christmas.
Unfortunately, he was unable to remove the plates. Concern was raised that trying
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to take out the screw fixings would result in damage to the boulders.

Agreed: that the Clerk write to the Contractor thanking him for his efforts,
informing him the Council no longer required his services. The Clerk was asked to
obtain quotes from local contractors for the work to be carried out in situ.

Item 8 - T&WC Boundary Review 2023/24: ClIr Evans confirmed the parish councils

Item 9 —

Item 10 -

preliminary submission has been submitted and acknowledged by T&WC. The
timeline indicates we should have a better idea of the outcome of the consultation
by April 2024.

Representative Reports

Village Hall: In the absence of ClIr B Knight, Clir Sansom provided a brief
overview of matters relating to the village hall which included: Successful
evenings with live music and films, improved publicity, a new folk group, popular
bar due to low prices, new padded chairs and hopefully improved storage
container. The AGM is due to be held on 7" February in the Aston Room at
7.30pm, all members are invited to attend, the Committee will also be receiving
their King’s Award for Volunteer Services.

Bus Users Group: No update since the previous meeting.

Newport Regeneration Partnership: No update since the previous meeting.

. T&WC: No update available.

Wellington Road Surgery Patients Participation Group: ClIr Stacey confirmed
the next meeting is due to be held on 17" January, he asked members to contact
him should they wish to him to raise any matters on their behalf. Interest was
expressed on how the new booking system was working. Clir Stokes was
pleased to confirm he was now a representative on Linden Hall Surgery PPG, the
next meeting is due to be held on 23 January.

Community Leaders Group: No update since the previous meeting

. Wrekin Area Committee: No meeting dates have become available, Clir Stacey

confirmed he was now on the SALC Executive Committee and will be attending
the next meeting due to be held on 9" January.

Communications Updates: Members received the following information.
Newport Library: Members discussed a letter received from NTC Town Clerk
Jo Reay. The letter included a request for the parish council to consider
contributing future funding towards Newport Library. It was agreed ClIr Pat
Sansom and the Clerk will attend a meeting with NTC and surrounding Parish
Councils on Wednesday 24" January 6pm at the Hub along with the Clerk

The Chairman allowed a discussion on concerns relating to the proposal, these
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were noted by the Clerk who agreed to draft-up a number of questions in
preparation for the meeting on the 24™.

T&WC Local Development Plan: Members had previously received the reply
from Katherine Kynaston T&WC Director of Housing, Employment &
Infrastructure. No further comments were made.

SALC Training schedule: Previously circulated to member, Clir Wynn and Clir
Collier both commented that the recent Fundamentals for Councillors Training
had been very informative.

OPPC Safer Roads Scheme Grant: A copy of the Grant scheme was previously
circulated to members for information. No further action required.

Newsletter: All members confirmed their plans to distribute the Campaign edition.
Facebook: ClIr Evans continues to post information on the Council’s Facebook
page.

Website: The Website continues to be updated.

Noticeboard: The noticeboard continues to be updated with new information on a
monthly basis.

POLICY & PLANNING MATTERS
Item 11 — Planning Matters — T&WC Planning Applications for December 2023

TWC/2023/0938 57 St Andrews Way, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire, TF10
9JQ Removal and Relocation of 5no. Pine Trees
Resolved: No Objection

TWC/2023/0915 Site of 8 Pinewoods, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire
Outline application for 1no. detached dwelling and creation of new vehicle access
with all other matters reserved

Resolved: Objection

TWC/2023/0910 13 Pinewoods, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 9LN
Crown reduction by up to 7m to 1no. Sycamore tree
Resolved: No Objection

TWC/2023/0913 Kerrowmoar, 51 Greenvale, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire,
TF10 9JN Erection of a two- storey front extension, a single storey rear extension
and a single storey outbuilding (Part-Retrospective)

Resolved: No Objection
FINANCE & GOVERNANCE

Item 12 — Accounts & Payments

(a) The Statement of Account: at close of business on 31/12/23 was £15,483.35
(b) Statutory Balance Sheet, Summary of receipts and payments and Bank
Reconciliation of account for month ending 30/11/2023:
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A copy of the Account Balance sheet, summary of receipts and payments and a
Bank Reconciliation for the account at month end 31 December 2023
previously circulated was noted by members and signed by ClIr S Stacey
(Chairman).

(c) Approval of Payments made since the last meeting: was presented for
retrospective approval. Clir Evans, and ClIr Collier seconded
authorisation of the following payments, with all Members present voting in

favour.
Payment Cheque No. Statute Amount
General Power of
Competence
HMRC (NI & Tax Dec 23) 300334 £95.60
DD Bank Multi pay card DD £3.00
charge
WME (Oct 23 Energy On-line transfer £315.31
Supply)
AYP Ltd (printing) On-line transfer £55.00
Staff Salary (Dec 23) SO £610.79
AYP Ltd (Lanyards) On-line transfer £41.40
Bank charges DD £18.00
SALC (Training for Clir On-line transfer £30.00
Collier)
AYP Ltd (Parish On-line transfer £245.00
Newsletters)

Resolved: the above payments at 12(c) were retrospectively approved for payment at
this meeting held on 8" January 2024,

(d) Payments for authorisation at this meeting: Clir Pay proposed, and Clir Wynn
seconded, with unanimous vote in favour from all Members present at the meeting
for the following payments to be authorised:

Payment Cheque No. Statute Amount
General Power of
Competence
HMRC January 2024 300335 £156.00
Staff Salary January (includes Standing Order £854.79
back-pay from NJC agreement
2023)

Resolved: the payment set out above at 12(d) was formally approved for payment at
this meeting held on 8" January 2024.

(e) Budget Setting/Precept 2024/25: A report prepared by The Parish Clerk/RFO
had been previously circulated to all members.
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Resolved: that the proposed Precept of £26,000 be accepted - an increase of
25.8%. That a Precept be made on Telford & Wrekin Council in the sum of £26,000
for the financial year 2024/2025 to be paid in two equal instalments of £13,000.

Item 13 — Roads, Hedges and Ditches: the following matters were raised.
¢ Flooding outside Dog Bank Cottage — the Clerk agreed to report the matter to T&WC.
o Clir Collier reiterated resident’s concerns for the loss of green space, should the
Planned housing development go ahead.
¢ ClIr Stokes reiterated the importance of the Parish Council having a development
plan for the village, under the heading of ‘Cultivating our Community’. It was agreed
this needs to be an Agenda Item at the parish meeting in April 2024.

Item 14 — Future Meeting Dates: The following future meeting date was noted:

Parish Council Meetings: the following meeting was noted, Monday 5" February 2024
7.40pm at Church Aston Church Hall

The Chairman thanked members for all of their recent hard work, particularly the proposed
Planning Housing Development Campaign.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm
Signed Chairman: Date
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